DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

attained the age of six her grandmother suggested
that when, later on, Alice and her husband had been
paying her a visit with their children, they might
leave this daughter in England when they went home
again. Alice gladly consented : Victoria had been
born at Windsor, and so her grandmama had a par-
ticular claim on her. Then the suggestion must have
broadened a little. The Queen told Alice that she
would like to be able to count upon a grandchild
being with her whenever she wished for one. Alice
again agreed and sympathized : " I often think so
sadly for your dear sake/' she wrote, " how lonely it
must be when one child after another grows up and
leaves home, and, even if they remain, to have no
children in the house is most dreary." But perhaps
she had some slight uneasiness that Victoria might be
kept in England for unreasonably long periods and
she added that her mother had now so many grand-
children that there could not be any difficulty about
one of them being always with her in the homes
where her children had been so happy.1

There were, however, questions which affected
Princess Louis's own life and the usefulness and duties
proper to it, in which she took her own line. One of
these was her work in hospitals at Darmstadt. To
perform that efficiently she felt bound to acquire solid
medical knowledge about the mechanism of the
human body, its ailments and their treatment. The
Queen did not approve of this ; possibly she said that
she thought it " disgusting " ; for Alice answered that
she did not find it so ; such knowledge only filled her

1 Ibid,, pp. 198, 199.
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